Tokyo Festival Farm 2022 Farm-Lab Exhibition
Open Call: Performers for a New Production
Directed by Tokyo-based y/n on the Theme of Education
[Deadline: Monday, June 27, 2022 5pm (JST)]
Farm-Lab Exhibition is a trial creation program that brings together emerging artists based in Asia to work with
other participants from various cultures, nationalities and backgrounds. This year, two different teams will join a
residency program held in Tokyo.
●
●

A performing arts piece directed by Serena MAGILIW (Directed by an artist based in Asia, outside Japan /
Open Call for performers based in Japan)
A performing arts piece directed by y/n (Directed by an artist based in Japan / Open Call for performers
based in Asia, excluding Japan)

｜Tokyo Festival Website https://tokyo-festival.jp
Organized by Tokyo Festival Executive Committee [Toshima City, Toshima Mirai Cultural Foundation, Tokyo Metropolitan Foundation for History
and Culture (Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre & Arts Council Tokyo), Tokyo Metropolitan Government]
Supported by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, Government of Japan in the fiscal 2022
Sponsored by Asahi Group Japan, Ltd.

About the production
Theme: “Education”
We will be creating a new performance arts piece based on the theme of “education.” As y/n, we have
always presented our work in a lecture performance format and held Q&A sessions between y/n and the audience
after each presentation. The lecture (performance) and Q&A formats are, of course, strongly associated with
education, and in that sense one could say that y/n has always pondered on the topic of education. However, that
does not mean that these lectures (performances) and Q&A sessions intend to unilaterally deliver a “correct
answer” to the audience. Rather, we, ourselves and our works have constantly evolved through our interactions
with the audience. There is a side of information delivery to education, but by itself that undoubtedly leads to a
kind of contracted reproduction. So what actually is going on, if not that? A great performance should also bring
about more than just the delivery of information (more than simply conveying an anti-war or anti-discrimination
message, for example). For y/n, at least, thinking about education and thinking about performance are directly
related. We do not necessarily intend to impose the lecture performance format on this new piece, but together
with the performers, we will continue to explore how, and what kind of, relationships can be established with the
audience.
Although y/n will be taking on the composition and direction (Hashimoto also plans to be in the
performance), the material and ideas for the piece will be based on discussions between the performers and y/n.
We will discuss the education that each of us has experienced, its underlying social systems and customs, and
our ideas surrounding these topics. Our hope is that the discussions we have together with participants from
various different backgrounds will bring about new perspectives on education. Throughout the creation process
and performance, we aim to create a space where y/n and the performers, the artists and the audience alike, may
stimulate each other and evolve!
y/n (HASHIMOTO Kiyoshi + YAMAZAKI Kenta)
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■ About the creation
Within y/n's creation process, we encourage participants to bring their own experiences, stories, and ideas related
to the theme. We will edit and compose a text on that basis (and at times fictionalize the material) to create a script
for the performance.
■ Director’s biography
y/n (HASHIMOTO Kiyoshi + YAMAZAKI Kenta)
Founded in 2019 by HASHIMOTO Kiyoshi (Director, Actor) and YAMAZAKI Kenta (Critic, Dramaturg). y/n makes
performances that consider personal matters within the context of social structures through their research and
documentary-based method. The unit name comes from the question yes/no, referring to binary opposition,
contradiction, the state before reaching the answer. Previous works include Coming Out Lessons (2020), which
deals with coming out as gay; Sex/Work/Art (2021), which deals with the work of sex workers and actors; and On
Not Being Fooled Like You (2021), which deals with the history of magic tricks in Japan.
HASHIMOTO Kiyoshi
Tokyo (Japan)
Born in 1988, he is a director and an actor. He graduated from Nihon University College of Art, Department of
Theater, Directing Course, and in 2007 he launched Bruno Produce. He was a Saka-Agari Scholarship
Photo: YAMAHATA Takuya

recipient from 2012 to 2015. His recent productions include Seinendan Link Cui Disturbing the Landscape
(2019) and Seinendan Youth Group Independent Sakurauchi Project’s The Little Match Girl (2020). Other
appearances include Naotoshi Oda’s play Es Ist Gut (2016-22), Ikunishi Yasunori The Standing Sticks: May
Only I Live Long as part of Takao Kawaguchi Selection: Un Certain Regard at Tokyo Tokyo FESTIVAL Special
13 “TOKYO REAL UNDERGROUND” (2021), and Offton CCS/SC The Night Dominant (2022).

YAMAZAKI Kenta
Tokyo (Japan)
Born in 1983, he is a critic and dramaturg. He is the Editor-in-Chief of the theater review magazine Paperback
and regularly reviews performing arts for the web magazine artscape. Major criticisms include "SF Aspects
Photo: YAMAHATA Takuya

of Contemporary Japanese Theater" (SF Magazine, February 2014 - February 2017) and "Just 'Cool' Is Not
Enough for Mishima's Play - from Recent Performances"

(Bungakukai, December 2020). In 2017 he

participated in the Japan Foundation Asia Center's personal development program "Next Generation:
Producing Performing Arts."
▼ Past productions

y/n Coming Out Lessons trial performance（2021）

y/n On Not Being Fooled Like You in YPAM fringe（2021）

@Kinosaki International Arts Center

@SCOOL
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Photo：Shun Sato
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Farm-Lab Exhibition Program Overview

“To places you cannot reach alone”

Farm-Lab Exhibition, part of Tokyo Festival Farm, is a trial creation program in which emerging artists
based in Asia collaborate with other members from various cultures, nationalities, and backgrounds. The product
will be a work-in-progress presentation, with the ambition of ultimately showing at Tokyo Festival and elsewhere in
Asia. This year will feature two teams, each with different directors: Serena MAGILIW, based in Manila, The
Philippines (a past participant of Tokyo Festival Farm 2021 Asian Performing Arts Camp); and y/n, based in Japan
(a unit consisting of director/actor HASHIMOTO Kiyoshi and critic/dramaturg YAMAZAKI Kenta). NAKAJIMA
Nanako, a dance dramaturg who is active in both Japan and overseas, and NAGASHIMA Kaku, dramaturg and
co-director of the Tokyo Festival Farm, will act as mentors to support the creation process.
Collaboration begins online in early August, and participants will come to Tokyo for a 10-day residency in
late September. In early October, they will perform their work-in-progress to the public at Tokyo Metropolitan
Theatre’s Atelier East and Atelier West (TBD), where the artists will receive feedback from the audience to further
improve themselves and their work.
※This overview is for those applying to participate in the performing arts piece directed by y/n (Kiyoshi Hashimoto and Kenta Yamazaki).

■Program Schedule:
Dates: Thursday, August 4 - Monday, October 10, 2022
● Farm-Lab Exhibition Activity Schedule
Location
Meet-and-greet

Dates
Thursday, August 4 4:00pm – 6:00pm (JST)

Online (via Zoom)

Online rehearsals

Tuesday, August 9, Time TBD
Friday, August 12, Time TBD
Thursday, August 18, Time TBD
Tuesday, September 6, Time TBD
Tuesday, September 13, Time TBD
Tuesday, September 20, Time TBD

Residency

Monday, September 26 – Monday, October 3

Suitengu Pit (Tokyo)

Time TBD
Exploratory Performance Atelier East or Atelier West at

Tuesday, October 4 – Sunday, October 9

Presentation (open to the Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre (TBD)

*Rehearsals and Exploratory Performance

public)

Presentation to be scheduled between the above
dates

Wrap Up

Atelier East or Atelier West at

Monday, October 10

/Closing Ceremony

Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre (TBD)

Time TBD

● Events common to all Tokyo Festival Farm participants
Lectures, Exchange etc.

Online

Wednesday, August 17, 6:30pm – 9:00pm (JST)
Monday, August 22, 6:00pm – 8:00pm (JST)
Monday, August 29, Time TBD
Friday, September 2, Time TBD
Sunday, October 16, Time TBD

* Participants may be asked to join additional activities on dates not listed above (Viewing some programs of
Tokyo Festival etc.).
* Participants will also be in regular communication (via Slack etc.) on days without scheduled activities.
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■Itinerary:
・For participants living outside of Japan, the residency is scheduled from September 11 to October 11 (see
details below). Please note that the quarantine period is subject to change based on COVID-19 conditions.
September 10–11: Flight to Tokyo
(The earliest date)

The longest case: September 11–25: Quarantine period
(Up to14 days)

-

To prevent the spread of the virus, we ask that you undergo a waiting
period up to 14 days upon arrival at a designated location.

September 26–October 10: In-person creation period at the rehearsal space and venue
October 11: Flight from Tokyo
・Please note that the program is subject to change based on COVID-19 conditions (for example, we may
hold the Tokyo residency portion online). In the event that the Tokyo residency becomes impossible, we will
make necessary adjustments to continue the program. Under those circumstances, we do not expect to make
changes to the schedule, fee, or other conditions for participation.
■Venues:
Creation period: Online (Zoom), Suitengu Pit (a two-minute walk from Suitengu Station on the Tokyo Metro Hanzomon Line)
Exploratory Performance Presentation period: Atelier East or Atelier West at Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre (a
two-minute walk from West Exit of Ikebukuro Station)
■ Creation environment:
- Communication between participants will mostly be conducted in English. Interpreters will be present
throughout the meetings and rehearsals to assist communication with many of the Japanese-speaking
organizers and staff members.
- During the residency, we will follow a strict code of measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19.
- Support for communication and the creation process will be provided by those listed below:
Producer: TADA Junnosuke (Tokyo Festival Farm Director)
Mentor: NAKAJIMA Nanako, NAGASHIMA Kaku (Tokyo Festival Farm Co-Director)
Communication Design Team: Art Translators Collective
Production: Farm-Lab Office
To ensure a safe creative space that is non-discriminatory to individuals of all social categories, Tokyo
Festival Farm Lab will follow the “Tokyo Festival Farm Lab Guidelines” ( https://tokyo-festival.jp/en/tf_farm ).
We expect all participants to adhere to these principles.

Open Call Overview
This is an open call to participate in a performing arts piece (a trial creation) directed by y/n. Performers, actors,
dancers, etc. (Participants will be expected to perform in the piece. However, any background or title is
acceptable.)
■ Eligibility
Participants must meet all seven conditions.
1. Must be based in Asia other than Japan.
2. Must be aged 35 or younger (as a general rule).
3. Must be able to attend all the above dates (see p.3).
4. Must be able to cooperate with the advertisement and PR activities conducted by Tokyo Festival for the
participant’s program.
5. Must have access to a suitable online environment that includes the following:
- A secure internet connection.
- A robust internet connection able to support group video calls, video streaming, large file downloads,
etc.
- A device on which the participant can use online tools such as Zoom’s video calls, Slack, or One
Drive (the tools used may vary according to participant circumstances and program content)
*System requirements for Zoom: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023
- We do not encourage the use of smartphones as the only device for communication.
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6. Must be able to cooperate with the necessary procedures for travel and stay in Japan. (The costs are at
your own expense.)
- Provide necessary information to obtain a certificate of eligibility in Japan(passport information,
vaccination status, etc.)
- Visa application at the Japanese Embassy, Consulate or Permanent Mission in your country .
- PCR testing until 72 hours prior to departure to Japan
7. Participants are expected to demonstrate the following attitudes and interests:
- A willingness to actively communicate in English.
- A motivation to communicate with people of different backgrounds and values, and gain new
perspectives.
- An interest in exploring and practicing communication strategies in international collaboration
settings.
- The intention to continue international activities in the performing arts after the Farm-Lab Exhibition.
- An interest in how performance influences audiences and how, or what kind of, relationships can be
established with the audience in a performance space.
■ Fee
100,000 JPY (transfer fees, tax, and similar costs may be deducted from this amount)
■ Available Support
●

Japanese-English interpreters will be available throughout online and in-person rehearsals and meetings
with Japanese staff members.
*Please note that there will be many instances, such as Slack messages or everyday interactions outside
of rehearsals, where interpretation will not be provided.

●

The Communication Design Team will assist with facilitating collaboration in a multicultural and
multilingual setting. They will give lectures on multicultural communication, share guidelines among
participants, and provide support for any questions or concerns on the topic during the creative process.

For participants living outside of Japan, we provide:
●

Accommodation during the length of the program (including the waiting period after arrival)

●

Round-trip flight tickets from your airport to Haneda or Narita Airport, round-trip shuttle between the
relevant Tokyo airport and accommodation

■ Number of Participants
Around 3 people
■ Application Schedule
The participants will be selected by y/n, Tokyo Festival Farm Director TADA Junnosuke, Tokyo Festival Farm Co-Director
NAGASHIMA Kaku.
Registration

Application Deadline: Monday, June 27, 2022 5:00pm (JST)
Registration will be available through an online form.

Initial Selection: Application screening

Applicants will be notified of their results via email by Monday, July 4.

Final Selection: Interview and

Interview and Presentation period:

Presentaion (English-Japanese

Monday, July 11 – Friday, July 15, between 2:00pm – 6:00pm (JST)

interpretation available)

・The interviews and presentations will be conducted online (via Zoom).
・Further details will be notified to those who pass the Initial Selection.

Results
-

Applicants will be notified of their results around Monday, July 18, 2022.
All applicants will receive a notice of the result of their application via email (farm@tokyo-festival.jp). Please be
sure to set your devices to receive emails.
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■ How To Apply
(i) Register your name and e-mail address for the entry form below.
entry form: https://form.run/@fle2022-entryyn
(ii) Fill in the following information in the application form provided in the auto-reply email you receive after registering for (i).
[Application Form]
- Please fill out the form in English or Japanese.
- If Japanese is your first language, please fill out the question marked with an asterisk in both
Japanese and English (please ensure the answers are as consistent as possible in both languages).
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10*.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.
16.

17.

18.
19.
20.

21.
22.

Full name or artist name
- Gender pronouns you usually use (let us know how you would like to be called and addressed; he,
she, they, your name etc.)
Nationality
City in which you are based (if you have more than one, list them all)
Your nearest airport (for overseas residents only)
Date of birth
Email address
Mailing address (Japanese residents only)
Phone number (include the country code)
Profession (and organizational affiliation if any)
Artist bio (120 words or less in English, 300 characters or less in Japanese)
Artist photo (acceptable formats: jpg or png; 5MB or less)
Website (if any)
Video links (YouTube, Vimeo, etc) of artworks you participated in (if any).
- What role did you play in the creation of the artwork?
- Please provide a brief description of the artwork (400 words or less in English, 800 characters or
less in Japanese).
*Please apply viewing restrictions as applicable.
Please tell us why you’re applying for this opportunity (150 words or less in English, 400 characters or less
in Japanese).
Please write freely about your own experiences or thoughts on the theme of “Education and Art” (more
than 200 up to 500 words in English, more than 400 up to 1000 characters in Japanese).
Please watch the video of y/n’s work, Coming Out Lessons and write what you thought about it (400
words or less in English, 800 characters or less in Japanese).
*The URL of YouTube will be shared after registering for the entry form.
How would you best describe your English abilities? (Select from below)
a. Able to hold a basic conversation, and introduce yourself.
b. Able to explain the nature of your practice, with some preparation beforehand.
c. Able to explain views and opinions in your area of expertise, using abstract concepts.
d. Able to engage in discussion, based on c.
Is there anything you would like to add to the above? (if any)
Select the equipment you plan to use during the program. (Select all that apply)
*For information on the required online environment, refer to the Eligibility section of this document. (p.4)
The type of internet service you will be using.
Dates/timeframes when you are unavailable from 2:00pm – 6:00pm (JST) during the final selection
period(from Monday, July 11 to Friday, July 15), if any.
*Please be sure to list all dates in JST
Other Tokyo Festival Farm programs you plan to apply / have already applied to (if any).
*Applicants may apply to other Farm programs conducting open calls within the same period.
Any other information you wish to relay.

■ All personal information will be kept strictly confidential and will only be used for the purpose of contacting the
applicant for the purpose of this program.
［Inquiries］ Farm-Lab Office Email: farm@tokyo-festival.jp
Phone: +81(0)3-4213-4293 (Open weekdays from 10am – 7pm (JST)
*All information listed in the above form is current as of June 1, 2022, and is subject to change.
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Tokyo Festival Farm 2022

Tokyo Festival Farm 2022 Theme: Unlearning Cities

This year’s Tokyo Festival Farm 2022 will be held under the theme “Unlearning Cities.”

Drawing on last year’s core

question, “Why Cities?,” this year we aim to actively reassess our understanding of the city as a site of gathering. In recent years,
the final products of Tokyo Festival Farm’s international online programs have shown us that the purpose and function of the “online”
are shifting—from sharing information and time to creating actions and experiences. There are increasingly more things that can be
done without physically gathering. As we let go of conventional values, perhaps our understanding of the city as a site of gathering
will no longer be the standard. Still, I believe cities have a function, and that is to ensure diversity. I feel the potential of cities comes
from how they allow a wide spectrum of people to gather and coexist, rather than from sheer numbers.
In this year's program, we will have two teams taking on international co-creation, exploring various possibilities of
collaboration with members from different fields and backgrounds.
The online art camp will be holding an open call for participants from all over Asia. For those based in Japan, some
programs will be open to visitors, and there are also assistant/internship programs to engage with sites of international co-creation.
We hope you also look forward to our education outreach programs aimed at students. In all of our work, we will make efforts to
prevent harassment and foster a safe environment for the performing arts based on our guidelines.
The future of this decade still remains uncertain. Tokyo Festival Farm is a site for us to create the future we want to see.
We invite you to come and join us.
June 2022
TADA Junnosuke, Tokyo Festival Farm Director

Toward a New Space for Coexistence and Collaboration
Common sense is changing drastically. Even within the field of art, the sensibilities and ideas that were once considered
the norm no longer apply. Once effective ways of doing things are not only no longer working today, but are beginning to cause
harm. These approaches were likely never harmless to begin with, but what was once overlooked is now clearly destructive or
hurtful toward people.
Changes in common sense began even before the pandemic. I believe that this has become more noticeable with the
thorough “reconsideration” of behavioral patterns and value systems over the past two and a half years.
Over the past two and a half years, what we have experienced is not so much a process of learning, but rather an
“unlearning” or uninstalling of what we had internalized without realizing. It was a time to observe, unravel, and reexamine the
value contained within, or lacking in, the things we had unconsciously or uncritically been enjoying and taking part in. How can we
build on that to create a form of collective creation and collaboration that is fair and brings everyone joy? How do we rediscover
and reconstruct the city as a symbol of coexistence and exchange with others? (And do we need to?) This year’s theme, “Unlearning
Cities,” reflects such ambitions.
Tokyo Festival Farm is a place where people who feel wary of conventional approaches and have hopes for a different
future can come together to cultivate the soil, sow seeds, and nurture seedlings of change at a time of great shifts in society. If this
sounds like something you’d like to be a part of, please join us.
June 2022
NAGASHIMA Kaku, Tokyo Festival Farm Co-Director

Tokyo Festival Farm 2022

About Communication Design

Tokyo Festival Farm is a site of international collaboration that brings together members from different cultures and countries, and
the Communication Design Team is involved in program design from an early stage to ensure an environment in which all
participants, regardless of their background or social status, can feel at ease in their creative endeavors.
Communication Design Team
Art Translators Collective
Team Lead: TAMURA Kanoko
Members: YAMADA Kyle, HARUKAWA Yuki, MORIMOTO Yume, MIZUNO Hibiki, UEDA Haruka
<Select initiatives>
delines for Tokyo Festival Farm Lab
We have created guidelines to prevent discrimination, harassment, and other abuses of human rights, and ask all people involved
in Tokyo Festival Farm to comply with them. In addition, the contents of the guidelines are reviewed annually to ensure their
continuous improvement.

To prevent misgendering*, since last year’s festival we have created a field in the application form for people to enter the
pronouns (or names, etc.) that they would like to use. We will continue to share knowledge and awareness throughout the festival
period to ensure that each individual’s pronouns are respected.
*The discriminatory act of addressing a person as something other than their self-identified gender (e.g., using personal pronouns or honorific
titles that are based on assumptions of gender based on appearance).

English is the common language for communication within the Tokyo Festival Farm, which attracts participants from many Asian
countries. However, the way English is spoken varies greatly between places and cultures. The Communication Design Team
respects the forms of English spoken by all, designs an environment in which both fluent and non-fluent English speakers can
communicate on an equal footing, and provides interpretation and translation services that go beyond language conversion. There
are also differences in communication that arise due to cultural differences and other factors. Rather than forcing people to
conform to a single cultural norm (e.g., Japanese manners), the kinds of communication necessary for the occasion will be
explored through the individual perspectives that participants bring to the table.

Participants will be provided with guidance, lectures, and workshops in advance of the program to help them understand the above
initiatives.

About Tokyo Festival Farm
Tokyo Festival Farm is a framework for education outreach and creative talent development within Tokyo Festival. It was launched in 2021
by combining Asian Performing Arts Farm (APAF), a platform promoting exchange and growth among young artists in Asia, with
Festival/Tokyo (F/T)’s Research Program and Education & Outreach Program.
This year, Tokyo Festival Farm will be holding various programs under two categories: “Lab” for supporting the growth of emerging artists
through research and development, and “School” for education outreach. "Lab" aims to cultivate young professionals who are able to freely
navigate the many increasingly fluid borders of our world. The initiative encourages artists to explore the interdisciplinary and interregional
"transfield" through collaboration with others. “School” provides young audiences, mainly university students, with opportunities to explore
and interact through stage works by attending lectures, participating in talk events, and writing reports.
Tokyo Festival Farm https://tokyo-festival.jp/en/tf_farm

